THE   EMPIRE   IX   ECLIPSE
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Napoleon signed a conditional
abdication in favour of his son, the King of Rome. Such
a step, in order to give it the appearance of military
sanction, was to be declared to the Allies by Caulaincourt
and three of the Marshals, Ney and Macdonald, already
on the spot, and Marmont, whose corps lay at Hssonnes.
For a stable front on the part of the army was necessary,
as a means of impressing the Allied sovereigns, if the
conditional nature of the abdication was to become valid
and Napoleon's son succeed him.
With this in mind Caulaincourt, accompanied by Ney
and Macdonald, arrived at Essonnes late that afternoon.
Marmont was plainly embarrassed, and eventually told the
commissioners of an arrangement, based on the assump-
tion of all being over, that he had made with the Allies.
In effect, he was to march his corps over to the enemy
lines, a capitulation that was less significant from the
material than the moral standpoint. It was a rift in the
show of unity that was essential for Napoleon's stipula-
tion, as to his son's following, to carry weight with the
Allies. Any hint by Caulaincourt and the Marshals of a
still possible resistance would stand revealed as a hollow
threat, incapable of execution, since part of the army had
now defected.
Marmont excused himself by reverting to a previous
saying of Napoleon's: clf the enemy invaded France and
seized the heights of Montmartre, you would naturally
believe that the safety of your country would command
you to leave me, and if you did so you wTould be a good
Frenchman, a brave man, a conscientious man, but not 3
man of honour.3
Loyalty was put to strange and unusual tests in those
days. But some preserved their courage and indepen-
dence, some few whose equal proneness to the downwarc
tendency of flesh and blood, as invariably happens, was
overlooked by the subjects of easy failure. Let it be fas
in mind that bending under, or enduring the strain, ar<
manifestations of the one human capacity. "Et nous?
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